RELIGION IN CHINA :   CONFUCIANISM           71

For Chu-HsI there is no God, no sovereign, no provi-
dence. The universe is made of two co-eternal principles,
the li and the k'i, the norm and the matter, which, though
distinct, are inseparable from each other. Under the directing
force of the norm, matter evolves. While the norm is itself
unmoving, it produces the movements in the world. Man
is made of these two, norm and matter. The matter is two-
fold, the p'ai which is solid and hun which Is gaseous. The
norm is in matter but not naked up with it. To say that the
$oul survives death is an error. There is no rebirth. Every
time a man is born he is produced by the elements derived
from the norm and the matter. The ancestors survive in
their descendants who express their gratitude to them for
having given life.

If Confucianism in its later forms serves as a religion,
it is because its social emphasis was backed by a spiritual
faith. The satisfaction of the metaphysical need and the
spiritual aspirations of man was secured by the acceptance
of the religious postulates of Taoism and Buddhism. These
were not altogether alien to the Confucian doctrine which
recognized an invisible power, Heaven and other spirits,
originating and controlling man's destiny. Yet, as the main
emphasis of Confucius was on the practical side and not
the theoretical, it turned out to be uninspiring as a religion.